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Amman telegram No. 4-25 to Foreign Office 

- 2 - 

he had been "going into training at Aqaba". This may have 
some bearing on his present idea of diversionary intervention 
over South Arabia at conference, though, in any case, the 
King's position qua friend and beneficiary of Jordan, vas bound 
to be delicate here. I doubt myself whether he has thought 
out details at all and suggestion strikes me as typical of rOle 
of Arab statesman and mediator in idiich Hussein now sees him¬ 
self. At the same time, I feel strongly that in present 
circumstances it would be impolitic to reject King Hussein's 
friendly gesture out of hand. 

3. It would obviously be unwise to give the King any sort of 
overt authority to mediate in South Arabia. This would 
certainly be taken as sign of weakness an our part, and terms 
for any possible settlement harden in consequence. Ve might 
find ourselves virtually committed to series of negotiations 
with Arab Committee, which would almost certainly not be 
composed entirely of "friendly States". And there is also 
possibility that Hussein might compromise his own position by 
making suggestion. 

A. Basing ourselves on latter argument, I recommend that, 
after suitable thanks, we suggest that only safe and practical 
form of mediation open to King Hussein at conference would be 
generally to counsel restraint and orderly progress in Middle 
East, two desiderata that we certainly have in common. Per 
contra revolution and agitation, enemies of order, should be 
abandoned. They are, in any case, redundant now that most 
Arab differences have been solved in first Summit. Partly as 
sop to the King's vanity, we might suggest that, in taking such 
line, Hussein might even find himself at head of bloc of 
moderate Arab States uneasy about Nasser's revolutionary 
policies but not, of course, in open conflict with him. Such 
bloc might include, in addition to States already named, 

Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, Morocco and possibly also Tunisia and 
Syria. If the King were able discreetly to effect this change 
of direction, Jordan's position, at present somewhat embarrass¬ 
ingly close to U.A.R., could be expected to become increasingly 
more secure. 
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Foreign Office please pass POMHC (Aden) 7, and Saving to 
Baghdad, Beirut, Damascus, Jedda, JIG Cyprus, Tel Aviv and 
Washington as my Nos. 15, 31, 18, 8, 2, 18, A3 respectively. 

[Repeated as requested to Foreign Service posts. 

Copy passed to Communications Centre, M.O.D. for 
repetition to JIG Cyprus.] 
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